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CBC Talk 1: Identity in Typical 
The past, present, and future of Socialist urban heritage in Russia
Learning from the practitioners’ point of view  

Case Study on Restoring Houses of Culture in Russia
Russian-Dutch team of architects ‘Identity in typical’ is working with one of 
the most significant types of architectural legacies of Socialism – Houses 
of Culture (doma kultury in Russian), multifunctional buildings constructed 
for the leisure and entertainment of the residents of mikrorayony in Soviet 
cities. Despite its prevalence (there are more than 40,000 such buildings in 
Russia alone), there is no comprehensive policy regarding their preserva-
tion and usage, resulting in buildings being destroyed and their potential 
not being realized. The talk will document the results of the architects‘ pro-
ject, focusing not only on the practical ‚architectural‘ side of the develop-
ment but also sharing their experience of working with local authorities 
and local communities.

The talk is organized as part of the research project ‘Cities. Buildings. 
Culture’.

February 11 at 17:30 (CET)
Meeting-ID: 964 0775 4630 | Code: CBCTLK

https://www.geistes-und-sozialwissenschaften-bmbf.de/de/Regionalstudien-Area-Studies-1715.html
http://cities-building-culture.com
https://istb.iesl.kit.edu/2069.php
https://leibniz-gwzo.de/de/forschung/kultur-und-imagination/stadtkulturbauen
https://www.staedtebau.rwth-aachen.de/cms/Staedtebau/Forschung/Forschungsprojekte/Stadtgestaltung-Baukultur-und-staedteba/~odzln/StadtKulturBauen/
https://rwth.zoom.us/j/96407754630?pwd=MTAzQ1Qxa3c5WGEwd2tzamNMWmxBUT09

https://rwth.zoom.us/j/96407754630?pwd=MTAzQ1Qxa3c5WGEwd2tzamNMWmxBUT09

https://rwth.zoom.us/j/96407754630?pwd=MTAzQ1Qxa3c5WGEwd2tzamNMWmxBUT09


